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extracts from the White Paper where it refers to disabled people, within the
sections on planning for homes:

What we’re going to do about it
The cause of our housing shortage is simple enough – not enough homes are being
built. Fixing it is more complex. This is a problem that has built up over many
decades, and solving it requires a radical re-think of our whole approach to home
building.
First, we need to plan for the right homes in the right places. This is critical to the
success of our modern industrial strategy. Growing businesses need a skilled
workforce living nearby, and employees should be able to move easily to where jobs
are without being forced into long commutes.
But at the moment, some local authorities can duck potentially difficult decisions,
because they are free to come up with their own methodology for calculating
‘objectively assessed need’. So, we are going to consult on a new standard
methodology for calculating ‘objectively assessed need’, and encourage councils to
plan on this basis.
We will insist that every area has an up-to-date plan. And we will increase
transparency around land ownership, so it is clear where land is available for
housing and where individuals or organisations are buying land suitable for housing
but not building on it. This will put communities back in charge of getting the
attractive homes they want and need – for young professionals, older people,
growing families, people on low incomes, people with disabilities and more. It will
reduce speculative development, and support our villages, towns and cities to
develop in a way that preserves the unique character of their communities, and
protects precious countryside.

…
Assessing housing requirements
1.16 Whatever the methodology for assessing overall housing requirements, we
know that more people are living for longer. We propose to strengthen national
policy so that local planning authorities are expected to have clear policies for
addressing the housing requirements of groups with particular needs, such as
older and disabled people.
…

Housing for our future population
4.42 Offering older people a better choice of accommodation can help them to live
independently for longer and help reduce costs to the social care and health
systems. We have already put in place a framework linking planning policy and
building regulations to improve delivery of accessible housing. To ensure that there
is more consistent delivery of accessible housing, the Government is introducing a
new statutory duty through the Neighbourhood Planning Bill on the Secretary
of State to produce guidance for local planning authorities on how their local
development documents should meet the housing needs of older and disabled
people. Guidance produced under this duty will place clearer expectations about
planning to meet the needs of older people, including supporting the development of
such homes near local services82. It will also set a clear expectation that all planning
authorities should set policies using the Optional Building Regulations to bring
forward an adequate supply of accessible housing to meet local need. In addition,
we will explore ways to stimulate the market to deliver new homes for older people.
4.43 Helping older people to move at the right time and in the right way could also
help their quality of life at the same time as freeing up more homes for other buyers.
However there are many barriers to people moving out of family homes that they
may have lived in for decades. There are costs, such as fees, and the moving
process can be difficult. And they may have a strong emotional attachment to their
home which means that where they are moving to needs to be very attractive to
them and suitable for their needs over a twenty to thirty year period. There is also
often a desire to be close to friends and family, so the issues are not straightforward.
4.44 The Government is committed to exploring these issues further and finding
sustainable solutions to any problems that come to light. To do this we will draw on
the expertise of a wide range of stakeholders including housebuilders (both specialist
and mainstream); mortgage lenders; clinical commissioning groups; housing
associations and local authorities; and most importantly older people and the groups
that represent them. We want to build on the evidence that already exists to help
deliver outcomes that are best for older people.83 This conversation will
generate a range of ideas for incentives and other innovations for the Government to
consider: improved information and advice for older people about housing choices,
including advice on adaptations; supporting custom build for older people; looking at
how community living could work; as well as innovative models of housing with
support available. These will sit alongside the Government commitments to fund and
develop supported housing, including sheltered, step down and extra care housing,
ensuring that the new supported housing funding model continues to provide the
means for older people to live independently for longer while relieving pressure on
the adult social care system.
…

Proposals from Chapter One

Getting plans in place
A 24 Whatever the methodology for assessing overall housing requirements, it will
remain important for authorities to assess the extent to which this needs to be
translated into homes that are suitable for groups with specific housing requirements.
We propose to strengthen national policy so that local planning authorities are
expected to have clear policies for addressing the housing requirements of
groups with particular needs, such as older and disabled people.
…
Question 3
Do you agree with the proposals to:
a) amend national policy so that local planning authorities are expected to have
clear policies for addressing the housing requirements of groups with particular
needs, such as older and disabled people?

