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Description of scheme:

Impacts
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Date produced:

The scheme will provide a series of new an off line bus, cycle and pedestrian link from Thames Valley Park (TVP) to Napier Road and bus priority on Kings
Organisation
Meadow Road. It will link central Readingto the proposed TVP Park and Ride facility. The facility will also be used by puiblic transport services to east Reading
and beyond and for improved bus access to TVP Business Park.
Role

Economy

The scheme leads to journey time benefits of £5.173m to business users as a result of
improvements in journey times from the scheme. Improvements in journey time reliability are also
experienced by all users. TUBA has been used to calculate scheme benefits but does not include
a breakdown by time saving bands.

Environmental

Noise

Air Quality

Greenhouse gases

The improvements will provide increased capacity for mpving people on the London Road corridor
and improved journey time reliability - this will assist in development coming forward in Reading
town centre and the surrounding area. Improved public transport will also provide a viable
alterantive to the car.
The ERMRT will provide additional capacity to allow development to come forward to the east
and south east of Reading. This includes commercial and residential development, with the
resulting increase in labour supply although no monetary value has been estimated for this.
Benefits of £0.456m have been estimated for WI2 (Output change in imperfectly competitive
markets), assumed as a 10% uplift to business user benefirs as per WebTAG guidance.
Agglomeration benefits (WI1) have not been assessed.

Townscape
Historic Environment

Social

Biodiversity

The impacts of scheme generated traffic on concentrations of nitrogen dioxide, PM10 and PM2.5
have not been assessed . The proposed scheme is predicted to result in an imperceptible change
in NO2, PM10 and PM2.5 concentrations as the majority of buses using the route are already
running with green technology and this will increase in future. There will be some benefits on rat
runs in particular that are currently used to avoid the cemetery junction congested area. Taking
into account the conservative nature of the assessment, the overall air quality impact of the
development is considered to be insignificant.
Greenhouse gases have been assessed using TUBA.

£1.26m

Slight Beneficial

£1.26m

Not assessed

Moderate
Beneficial

N/A

£0.456m

Beneficial

£0.456m

Not assessed

Slight Beneficial

N/A

The scheme leads to journey time benefits of £16.032m to commute users and £4.688m to other
users as a result of reduced congestion and improved bus journey times on the corridor east of
Reading. Bus services also experience improvements in journey times as a result of scheme.
Improvements in journey time reliability are also experienced by all users. TUBA was used to
calculate scheme benefits but does not include a breakdown by time saving bands.

Not assessed

Neutral

N/A

Slight beneficial

£0.47m

Slight Adverse

N/A

neutral

N/A

Neutral

N/A

Not assessed

Neutral

N/A

Not assessed

Neutral

N/A

Change in non-traded carbon over 60y (CO2e)

Reliability impact on
Commuting and Other users

It is anticipated that the scheme will improve journey time reliability for public transport users
which will accrue to commute and other users. These benefits have been estimated to be of the
order of £6.159m of which £4.90m accrue to commute and other users

Physical activity

Pedestrians and cyclists will benefit from the scheme with improved provison, this will lead to
increased physical activity with benefits estimated at £1.99m
The improved bus priority measures will reduce travel times buses resulting in a less frustrating
and stressful journey. The main advantages will be for bus passengers who will benefit from the
new bus priority measures. Benefits have not been quantified.

Public Accounts

The accident benefits are likley to be slightly positive as the scheme results in some car traffic
switching to Park and Ride with a small but beneficial reduction in traffic flows with consequent
accident benefits which have been estimated to be £0.72m.
No changes to security along the route are expected, so this has not been analysed.
The route is a key public transport corridor from east Reading, improved bus services and bus
priority will result in improved access to services. Improved journey times and reliability will result
in a better bus services along the corridor and provide improved access to services in central
Reading, existing/proposed commercial and residential development.

Affordability

Impact likley to be negligable

Severance

The scheme is parallel to the existing GWR line and is therefore not expected to cause
severance.

Option and non-use values

No assessment of Option Values has been undertaken.

Cost to Broad Transport
Budget

Investment costs are £24.349m. This has been discounted to 2010. This does not include any
developer contributions which are a saving to the government or any maintanance/renewal costs
of the scheme which is a cost to the public sector. When developer contributions of £4.338m and
the discounted whole life/operating costs of £1.820m are taken into account, the investment costs
incurred by government are £21.831m.

Indirect Tax Revenues

- 10,416 tonnes

These have been assessed in TUBA over a 60 year period and have been estimated to fall by
£0.942m as a results of reduced congestion and improved efficiency, and removal of cars to bus
and Park and Ride.

Not Assessed

-5 tonnes

Not assessed

Value of journey time changes(£)
£20.720m
Net journey time changes (£)
< 2min
2 to 5min
> 5min

Although SDI analysis
has not been assessed,
it is expected that most
income groups will
enjoy slight to moderate
benefits from the
scheme

Large Beneficial

£20.720m

£4.90m

Beneficial

£4.90m

£1.99m

Beneficial

£1.99m

Not assessed

Beneficial

N/A

£0.72m

Slight Beneficial

£0.72m

Not Assessed

Not assessed

Neutral

N/A

Not Assessed

Not assessed

Slight Beneficial

N/A

Not Assessed

Not assessed

Slight Beneficial

N/A

Not Assessed

Not assessed

Neutral

N/A

Not Assessed

Not assessed

Neutral

N/A

Discounted investment costs are £24.349m and the Broad
Transport Budget is £21.831m

N/A

£21.831m

Indirect Tax Revenue are estimated at £0.942m

Slight Adverse

-£0.942m

9.4

Access to services

2.76

The scheme predominantly follows the existing alignment and therefore has no impact on
Not assessed
townscape quality.
The historic environment assessment found the site could contain historic assets but they would
There are no predicted impacts on the historic environment
be of low significance. The Horrse shoe bridge is a listed structure.
Ecological surveys have not identified any areas or species of note that the scheme cannot avoid.

The works are not likely to have a significant impact on the water environment.

Security

Not Assessed

£5.173m

0.07

Distributional
7-pt scale/
vulnerable grp

Not Assessed

The scheme will be developed adjacent to the existing GWR corridor, but will require a new
structure and will utilise soft landscaping where possible.

Commuting and Other users

Accidents

Promoter/Official

As a new link is being provided adjacent to the river there is likley to be an increase in noise from
buses, however this is offset by the fact that the corridor already includes the GWR line on the
adjacent corridor. There will be a slight reduction in noise as a result of removel of traffic from
some routes currently used as rat runs. Noise benefits have not been assessed quantitatively.

Water Environment

Journey quality

Monetary
£(NPV)

Moderate
Beneficial

Change in traded carbon over 60y (CO2e)
Landscape

Qualitative

Value of journey time changes(£)
£5.173m
Net journey time changes (£)
< 2min
2 to 5min
> 5min

Reliability impact on Business It is anticipated that the scheme will improve journey time reliability for public transport users as a
users
result of the scheme. These have have been estimated at £6.159m in total of which £1.26m will
accrue to business users

Wider Impacts

Reading BC

Assessment

Summary of key impacts

2.35

Regeneration

Chris Maddocks/Cris
Butler

Name

Quantitative

Business users & transport
providers

Contact:

East Reading Mass Rapid Transit (ERMRT)), Reading

0.28

11.04

